
September 12 2019 

   Lorīca Nostra: Back to School 
 

Save the Date!    
 

September 14, 2019 
Trip to the San Francisco 
Zoo! 
 
September 22. 2019 
Progressive Supper— 
Come meet fellow JCLers 
over a three course 
dinner! 
 
October 26, 2019 
Ludi Octobres at Menlo! 
 
March 21, 2020 
Carcer at Miramonte— 
Get ready to flex your 
Certamen skills! 
 
April 17-18, 2020 
CAJCL State Convention 
at University High in 
Irvine 
 
 

 
 

Salvēte, amīcī, and welcome back to a new school year! The JCL 
theme for this year is a quote from Sallust: Omnis... summā ope nitī 
decet, nē vītam silentiō trānseant (it benefits all to strive with the 
greatest effort lest they pass their lives in silence). I know that, with 
all of our hard work, Menlo JCL will be able to make some noise. 
 
This year is very exciting, since we are hosting Ludi! Ludi will be 
held at Menlo on Saturday, October 26. This is a 3-day weekend 
for us, so make sure to mark your calendars now. We will need 
everyone’s help to carry out this event and make sure it is a great 
experience for all those attending.  
 
In addition to Ludi, we will continue to host waffle sales and 
parties at the Redwood Family House, and attend other plays and 
events. Make sure to also mark your calendar for Carcer (Prelims 
for Certamen) on March 21 and State Convention in Irvine on 
April 17-18! 
 
With the theme in mind, I encourage you all to put in the greatest 
effort this year, both in JCL and Latin and in your other activities. I 
know that with all of us working together, we can make this year 
the greatest yet! 
 
Sophie Reynolds, Menlo JCL Co-President 2019-2020 
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2019-20 Menlo 
JCL Officers   

 

Presidents  
Sophie Reynolds, Victoria 
Wat, Ethan Yan 
 

1st VP  
Ahna Kim 
 

2nd VP  
Sonia Agarwal 
 

Parliamentarian  
Claire Lenden 
 

Treasurer  
Morgan Wyatt 
 

Secretary  
Madeline Levin  
 

Webmaster  
Elizabeth Woodside 
 

Historians  
Jacob Halabe, Lindsey 
Canessa 
 

Sports Commissioner 
Luke Yuen, Elliot Kinder 
 

Lorica Nostra Editor  
Peridot Park 

 
SALŪTĀTIŌ ET PRŌVOCĀTIŌ 
DĒ MAGISTRĪS VESTRĪS 
Salvēte, amīcī!  
 
Tam laetī sumus quod vōs omnēs nōbīscum adestis. Spērāmus 
aestātem vestram fuisse optimam et vōs ad nōs revēnisse, parātōs 
labōrāre et mīrābilia facere.  
 
Scīmus nōn esse facile intellegere hās sententiās Latīnās, sed 
optimum est vōs conārī velle. Hic est nūntius magnī momentī: 
invenīte ūnum ē tribus cōnsulibus et, nōmine datō, eī Anglicē 
dīcite, “avē, cōnsul potēns! tū es optima/us!”  
 
ē corde, 
Magistra et Magister  
 

Ludi Octobres 
Welcome back to school!  
 
As we are quickly getting back into the swing of things, I want to 
cordially invite you all to come to Ludi Octobres at Menlo this fall. 
If you have ever been to State Convention, Ludi is simply a 
miniaturized version of it. This year, it will be held on Saturday, 
October 26 from 9:00 am - 3:30 pm right around the corner from 
Halloween. (This weekend also happens to be a 3 day weekend for 
Menlo, so try not to plan any trips far from home.) 
 
Our theme this year is “Latina Nunc et Semper” (Latin Now and 
Always) because we wanted to celebrate how people are using their 
classics background in non-traditional ways. Former Menlo 
teacher, Dr. St. Amand, will be talking about her experience 
teaching Latin to inmates; Dr. Mary Blum will explain how her 
passion for Scythian gold jewelry has turned into an on-line 
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Latin Classes 
Offered at Menlo: 

  

Latin I  

Latin II  

Latin II Accelerated 

Latin III  

Latin III Honors 

Latin IV 

Latin V 

AP Latin 

Post AP Honors  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

business; Nick Romeo (another former Menlo teacher) will share 
his insights about the American education system through the lense 
of the ancient world; Dr.Maria Luisa DeSeta will talk about the 
Aequora program which offers Latin to underserved 5th graders; 
Patrick Hunt (formerly of Stanford and currently with National 
Geographic) will talk about his efforts to discover Hannibal’s route 
over the Alps; and the Medea Project will show how they use 
Greek mythology to work with incarcerated women with HIV. 
 
There will also be plenty of activities for you to do! From 
Quidditch to Open Certamen to fugepilam (dodgeball) and 
geocaching, I guarantee that you will wish the day were longer. If 
you don’t feel like competing in games, you could have a blast 
bouncing on the jumpy houses, making M&M mosaics, or playing 
some of the many Hades themed games on the quad. There might 
even be a dunk tank! 
 
Ludi is a fun, low-commitment level event where we can celebrate 
the classics in each other’s company and make lots of new 
memories. It’s an opportunity to be both socially and intellectually 
engaged with fellow JCL enthusiasts. It’s an experience that’s 
definitely worthwhile, and one you won't want to miss. Come join 
us! 
 
Victoria Wat, Menlo JCL Co-President 2019-2020 
 

Menlo JCL Takes National 
Convention By Storm 

By: Ava Ford 
 
This summer from July 26-31, 1383 JCLers, SCLers, sponsors, and 
chaperones from all around the country took planes, buses, and cars 
to North Dakota State University in Fargo in the great state of (you 
guessed it!) North Dakota for the 66th annual National Junior 
Classical League convention! California’s delegation consisted of 
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47 students from 13 schools, with 16 SCLers (college students), 
teachers and chaperones for a total of 63 people. 
 
Menlo, led by Latin teacher Dobbie Vasquez, had the 
second-largest delegation from California: seven students and one 
SCLer (Jeff Frenkel-Popell ‘18), including Natalie Hilderbrand 
‘19, the 2018-2019 National Communications Coordinator. Being a 
national officer is a considerable accomplishment, since members 
must serve at both the local and state levels before even running for 
national office. Natalie did us proud! 
 
The week consisted of academic testing, art competitions, sporting 
events, spirit competitions, and so much more. The reason so many 
students love attending Nationals is because of the variety of 
activities offered; there is something for everyone! Delegates can 
participate and excel in what they are good at, and, in turn, earn 
points for themselves, their schools, and their states. 
 
Menlo earned first place awards in the scrapbook (created by 
Menlo Historians Sonia Agarwal ‘21, Ava Ford ‘21, and Madeline 
Levin ‘21), community service (due to the work of 2nd VP, 
Victoria Wat ‘20), and activities contests. Menlo also won 5th for 
Social Media in the publicity awards, all thanks to 1st VP, Sophie 
Reynolds ‘20.  In addition, we placed 6th in the country for our 
website at jcl.menloschool.org with webmaster Ahna Kim ‘21, and 
9th for our bimonthly newspaper Lorīca Nostra (available on our 
website), written by editor Sophie Scola ‘19. Ethan Yan ‘20 placed 
1st in Advanced English Oratory, 2nd in the Essay Contest and 3rd 
in Latin Oratory which earned him a 6th place overall in Creative 
Arts. He also placed in the top 10 in the country in Reading 
Comprehension, Greek Derivatives, and Latin Vocabulary.  Ava 
Ford ‘21 also placed in eight Swimming events. Additionally, 
California cheered our hearts out and our voices away to win 1st 
place in Spirit two days in a row and 1st for the week overall in our 
division. And, even as Natalie stepped down from the national 
board, the delegates elected Athena Davis of Miramonte to the 
position of 2nd Vice President for the upcoming academic year.  
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L to R: Ethan Yan, Sonia 
Agarwal, Maddie Levin,  
Ava Ford, Claire Lenden, 
and Victoria Wat dressed 
in their togas at 
Nationals! 

 
 

 
 
Natalie Hilderbrand, 
2018-2019 NJCL 
Communications 
Coordinator and Menlo 
JCL Co-President 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nationals is truly a unique opportunity to meet new friends, bond 
with old ones, and grow a love for the classics with people from all 
over the country who share that same passion. While sleep is hard 
to come by, laughs, jokes, and good times are not. Every Latin 
student in California should experience Nationals. Mark your 
calendars for next year’s convention at the University of Richmond 
in Virginia, July 24-29! 
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2019-2020 CAJCL Proposed 
Constitutional Amendments 
 
On September 7, 2019, the California Junior Classical League 
(CAJCL) Executive Board held its Fall Meeting at The Harker 
School in San Jose. The three Menlo JCL Co-Presidents—Sophie 
Reynolds, Victoria Wat, and myself—attended in our capacities as 
1st Vice President, Northern Representative, and Parliamentarian, 
respectively. All of us reported to the Board about our activities 
since the last meeting. During my report, I discussed both my 
experiences at National Convention and my efforts to recruit 
candidates for next year’s election. However, the most 
time-consuming aspect of my report was the discussion of my 
proposed amendments to the CAJCL Constitution. In the end, the 
Executive Board approved the consideration of six different 
amendments at the State Convention in April, 2020. Below, I have 
endeavored to summarize and elucidate a few of the most 
substantive proposals. 
 
Amendment #1: Redefining “Amendment” 
Currently, Article X, Section 2 of the CAJCL Constitution defines 
“amendment” as “a change or addition to this document causing 
procedural changes for any officer and/or the California Junior 
Classical League.” The requirement for an amendment to cause a 
“procedural change” provides flexibility for the Parliamentarian to 
edit the document, in case there are typographical errors or 
formatting issues. However, I feared that this requirement gave too 
much freedom to the Parliamentarian, who could still make large 
changes to the document that would not necessarily cause 
“procedural changes.” Therefore, Amendment #1 clarifies that 
amendments are “any substantive changes” which do not include 
“minor grammatical or aesthetic changes.”  
 
Additionally, it clarifies that changes to the CAJCL Constitution to 
conform with amendments to the NJCL and/or CAJCL 
Constitution and/or Bylaws would not be considered amendments; 
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instead, they would be subject to approval by a majority vote of the 
Executive Board. The impetus behind this change was Amendment 
#1 to the NJCL Constitution in 2019, which lowered the minimum 
chapter student requirement from five to one. Because the CAJCL 
Constitution contained the previous, higher requirement of a 
five-student minimum, the two constitutions will not be aligned 
until any future constitutional amendments are approved. 
 
If Amendment #1 were approved at the 2020 CAJCL State 
Convention, future Executive Boards could immediately act to 
prevent such significant inconsistencies from remaining for an 
entire year. Additionally, in case amendments to the CAJCL 
Constitution affect other parts of the document besides the 
specifically amended portion, Amendment #1 would provide 
flexibility to amend those other parts as well, so that the CAJCL 
Constitution remains internally consistent. 
 
Amendments #5 and #6: Removing The By-Laws From The 
Constitution 
Currently, the By-Laws are Article XIII of the CAJCL 
Constitution. Without a separate amending process, the By-Laws 
thus fall under the two-thirds approval requirement as outlined in 
Article X of the CAJCL Constitution. Amendment #5 creates a 
simple majority amendment approval requirement for the By-Laws, 
while Amendment #6 removes the By-Laws from the Constitution 
and amends Article IV to clearly state that the Constitution 
supersedes the By-Laws. Because establishing a new set of 
By-Laws depends on having a way to amend them, Amendment #6 
can only pass if Amendment #5 does as well. 
 
Effectively, if both amendments were to pass, the By-Laws would 
become a separate governing document for the CAJCL—one 
which is easier to amend and thus adapt to shifting practices. 
Especially because CAJCL is in the process of becoming a 
non-profit organization, having a more flexible governing 
 
document is essential for ensuring that adjustments in policy can 
easily be reflected in CAJCL’s rules. However, that flexibility is 
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Deucalion and Pyrrha 

 
 
 

still ultimately checked by the electorate at State Convention, 
which will have the power to approve or disapprove of 
amendments to the By-Laws. 
 
It is important to note that while the By-Laws would be separated 
from the Constitution, Amendment #6 would not itself change the 
sections in the By-Laws. It will therefore be the responsibility of 
future Parliamentarians to search for sections in the Constitution 
that should be more easily amendable and thus be contained within 
the By-Laws. 
 
Ethan Yan, Menlo JCL Co-President 2019-2020 
 

Note From the Editor 
 
Salvete, omnes! In the back to school spirit, we would like to give a 
warm welcome back to all of our Menlo JCL community, whether 
it is your first year in Latin or your seventh. 
 
This 2019-2020 year brings many opportunities to celebrate the 
classics, spend time with other JCLers, engage in friendly 
competition, and, of course, work hard at our Latin skills. There is 
much to look forward to, many friends to be made, and much fun 
to be had! 
 
I am so glad to be returning to JCL as editor after my hiatus last 
year. It is never too late for Latin, and it is wonderful to be back 
after missing our MJCL community. Returning to Latin has been a 
great reminder of the excitement of mythology, the beauty of 
language, and the intrigue of ancient society. I encourage everyone 
to continue in your JCL and Latin activities and to take some risks 
and explore new directions. Try out Certamen, spoken Latin, or 
even composing your own poetry. 
 
Speaking of composing poetry, I would like to give a shout out to 
the Post AP Latin class, and encourage everyone to take it! After 
years of hard work, it is so rewarding to translate iconic works like 
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Our Menlo JCLers enjoy 
themselves while at the 
dance, winning medals, 
and dressed in togas! 

 

Ovid’s Metamorphoses. This year, let’s take inspiration from 
Deucalion and Pyrrha, who proved humanity’s tough nature by 
restoring mankind from rock after the great flood.  
 
Although they were initially stumped by the perplexing advice of 
the goddess Themis, they reasoned it out and succeeded in bringing 
humanity back to the desolate Earth. We, too, can push through 
puzzling situations (like confusing translations!) to produce fruitful 
outcomes. 
 
Keep up the hard work and have fun! 
  
Peridot Park, Menlo JCL Editor 
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GAMES! 

KENKEN 

nota bene: turn these in to Magis or Mr. Morris for extra credit! 

 

Facile 

 

Difficilius 

 
 

 10 



September 12 2019 

CROSSWORD! 
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CERTAMEN! 

 

Answer the questions for your level, and give it to your Latin teacher. 
  
BEGINNERS (Latin 1) 
Toss-up: Rome was founded on what month, day, year? 

BONUS 1: Who was the first king? 
BONUS 2: Who was the first emperor? 

  
INTERMEDIATE (Latin 2) 
Toss-up: Give the Latin for ‘on every sea.’ 

BONUS 1: For ‘of the fierce soldiers’ 
BONUS 2: For ‘the large animals’ 

  
ADVANCED (Latin 3 and Above) 
Toss-up: Choose the Latin form which completes the analogy: 
est : sit :: vult : ________. 

BONUS 1: cupere : cupiminī :: ______: hortāminī 
BONUS 2: tulisse : lātus esse :: lātūrus esse : _________ 
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