
February 14, 2019 

   Lorica Nostra: Happy Valentines! 
 

Save the Date!    
 

Every Thursday at 5pm 
Aequora with 5th. 
Graders in A222. Come 
help out! 
 
Saturday, February 23: 
Carcer at Miramonte 
High School 
 
March 2: 
Metamorphoses at 
Berkeley Rep. 
 
March 29-30:  
State Convention at 
Miramonte High School 
 
July 25-30:  
National Convention at 
North Dakota State 
University 
 
 

 
 

Dē Amōre 
 
This time of year it is inevitable that we turn our attention to love. 
There is, of course, all kinds. The ancient Greeks had a many as six 
different words for the various types of love. Some overlap; some 
are difficult to define, but the three most distinct are ἀγάπη-  agape 
(religious love), φιλία-philia (friendship and duty), and ἔρως- eros 
(passion).  
 
We Latinists have the opportunity to experience it all through the 
vast offerings of Latin literature. Cicero, ever the thinker and 
analyzer, focuses on philia and reminds us that we have 
responsibilities to our country and our friends not just to ourselves:  
 
           non nobis solum nati sumus ortusque nostri partem patria 
           vindicat, partem amici.  

             De Officiis 1.22 
(We have not been born for ourselves alone and our country  

            and our friends demand part of our day.) 
 
In the same work he warns us that desire should obey reason: 
Appetitus rationi pareat (1.141). In De Amicitia, he also sings the 
praises of friendship, which, he says, makes life better:  
 

nam et secundas res splendidiores facit amicitia  
et adversas partiens communicansque leviores  

        (22) 
(For friendship makes the good times brighter and, by  

            sharing and interacting, makes the tough times easier to  
            bear.)  
  
Clearly this is not a man who yields to passion, but he does 
understand the other forms of love. 
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At the other extreme is the wonderfully emotional and sensual 
Catullus who lets it all hang out. His love is more passionate and 
his hate more vitriolic than anyone in his time and in generations to 
come. In his best moments, he woos his beloved Lesbia: vivamus, 
mea Lesbia, atque amemus-”Let us live, my Lesbia, and let us 
love” (51), and he envies anyone who is close to her: ille mi par 
esse deo videtur –”He seems to me to be equal to a god” (5). When 
he realizes that he is not her only love, however, he talks about 
how he both loves and hates her: odi et amo (85). And, when he 
finally admits it is over, he holds nothing back and accuses her of 
loving none of her men but only wearing them out in bed again and 
again: nullum amans uere, sed identidem omnium/ilia rumpens 
(11). On the other hand, he is equally passionate about the young 
boy Juventius whose eyes he longs to kiss:  
 

mellitos oculos tuos, Iuuenti, 
si quis me sinat usque basiare 
usque ad milia basiem trecenta 

       (48.1-3) 
(O Iuvenius, if anyone would let me kiss your 
sweet eyes continuously, I would kiss them 
continuously up to 300,000.) 

 
Some of his poems are not erotic. He writes a touching poem on 
the death of his brother in Bythinia and weeps as he says farewell 
in the final lines:  
 

accipe fraterno multum manantia fletu, 
   atque in perpetuum, frater, aue atque uale. 

(101) 
(Accept these offering flowing freely with a 

brothers  
                            tears, and forever, brother, hail and farewell.) 
 
The high emotions of his loves and hates have been and will 
continue to be a source of perpetual delight to generations of 
readers - inappropriate though they may be today. 
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Visit the Menlo  
JCL Website! 

 

Visit this link below to 
learn more about our 
upcoming events and find 
weekly summaries of JCL 
meetings. On our website 
you can also see pictures 
from the year and past 
editions of Lorica Nostra! 
 
http://jcl.menloschool.org 
 
New Contest! 
Look for Classical 
influences everywhere 
you go and in anything 
you read and send a 
picture to our webmaster 
ahna.kim@menloschool.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
I would be remiss to not mention Vergil. In the Aeneid, he talks of 
the pietas (sense of duty) which shapes Aeneas’s life and actions 
throughout the epic and which contrasts sharply with the passion of 
Dido’s love for him. Aeneas is ruled by agape and philia, devotion 
to the gods and his people; she burns with the uncontrollable 
passion of eros:  
 

at regina graui iamdudum saucia cura 
uulnus alit uenis et caeco carpitur igni  

 (4.1-2) 
(But the queen, long since smitten with her painful 
love, is nurturing the wound in her veins, and she is 
being consumed by her hidden passion.)  

 
This tension is one of the main themes of the entire epic and 
reflects all three kinds of love. 
 
Catullus is certainly not the only passionate lover among the 
Roman lyric poets. He is just the most demonstrative. It is well 
worth reading about Tibullus’s love for Delia and Propertius’ for 
Cynthia. Horace, on the other hand, is more in love with the idea of 
love. Indeed, he admits in his Odes that he has tried love and has 
given it up:  
 

 …me tabula sacer 
votiva paries indicat uvida 

 suspendisse potenti  
    vestimenta maris deo. 

(Odes 1.5.13-16) 
(The sacred wall with its votive tablet indicates 
that I have hung up my wet garments in honor of the 
powerful god of the sea.) 

 
Probably his true passion was more for his patron, the wealthy and 
influential Maecenas, who gave him his Sabine farm. It is certainly 
worth noting that Horace lived only a short time after Maecenas’ 
death in 7 BCE.  
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Latin Classes 
Offered at Menlo: 

  

Latin I  

Latin II  

Latin II Accelerated 

Latin III  

Latin III Honors 

Latin IV 

Latin V 

AP Latin 

Post AP Honors  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
In contrast, Martial, ever the cynic, makes fun of love in his 
epigrams. He talks of not wanting to marry Paula – with one 
exception:  
 

nubere Paula cupit nobis; ego ducere Paulam 
  nolo. anus est. vellem, si magis esset anus.

 (10.8) 
(Paula wants to marry me; I don’t want to marry 
Paula. She is an old woman. I would be willing, 
if she were older.) 

 
He also tells us that Gemellus wants to marry Maronilla, ugly as 
she is, and this is why: 
  

petit Gemellus nuptias Maronillae 
   et cupit et instat et precatur et donat. 
Adeone pulchra est? Immo foedius nil est. 
   Quid ergo in illa petitur et placet? Tussit. 

(1.10) 
(Gemellus is looking to marry Maronilla; he wants it 
and insists and begs and offers gifts. Is she so 
beautiful? Really there is nothing more ugly. Then 
what is he looking for in her and what is so alluring? 
She has a bad cough!) 

 
And, of course, we cannot forget Ovid who spent his life writing 
about love. In fact, he claims that that is what caused Augustus to 
exile him to Tomis on the Black Sea for the rest of his life. Not 
only did he portray love in his Metamorphoses as he relates tale 
after tale of love and transformation, but he wrote the Ars Amatoria 
(The Art of Love) to describe in great detail how to pursue a 
woman and win her over. In addition he penned the Heroides, 
passionate letters written by abandoned women to their faithless 
lovers, some even with replies from the men. Finally, his wrote the 
Amores which includes his love of the lovely, but elusive Corinna. 
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Pyramus and Thisbe Mosaic 
from The Archeological Park, 
Paphos, Cyprus 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To sum it up, whatever kind of love you are looking for, the 
Roman writers have it. There is a world of fun and information in 
the works of these authors, and they are there for the reading. I 
hope you choose to explore some, if not all of them. Perhaps they 
can help as you navigate through the sea of love yourselves. It is a 
tricky course, but not to be missed in any of its forms. And as you 
go, don’t forget to take time for ϕιλαυτία- philautia, an appreciation 
for yourself and your own thoughts and desires.  
 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
Magis 
 

 
 
 

Valentines Day 
By: Mr. Morris 
 
Salvete, discipuli discipulaeque, atque parentes ac comites! 
 
In commemoration of Valentine’s Day, I thought I’d share an 
excerpt from Rome’s love poet and maverick extraordinaire, our 
old friend Ovid. While Ovid’s most famous works on love are his 
Amores and Ars Amatoria, he treated the subject with considerable 
range and chagrin throughout the Metamorphoses as well. One of 

 5 



February 14, 2019 

Upcoming Dates 
from Ancient 
Rome! 

 

February 15: 
Lupercalia: fertility rites 
begun at the Lupercal 
where Romulus and 
Remus were said to have 
been suckled by the lupa; 
goats and dogs sacrificed 
 
February 17: Quirinalia: 
the rites of Quirinus, in 
legend the Sabine 
equivalent of Romulus 
 
February 21: rites to 
appease the Manes or 
souls of the dead 
 
February 23: 
Terminalia: sacrifices to 
Terminus, the god of 
boundaries, on the last 
day of the old Roman 
year 
 
 

the most famous passages from this magnum opus is his story of 
how Cupid punishes his second cousin and uncle Apollo for 
showing very unbrotherly love and bullying him after Apollo’s 
great defeat of the Pytho.  
 
Cupid’s punishment? Shooting Apollo with an arrow that pursues 
love, but shooting Daphne with an arrow that flees love. After a 
frantic chase scene that wends through all the continents and 
countries of the earth, Daphne successfully pleas to her father 
(minor river god Peneus) to save her from the rabid Apollo, which 
he promptly does by changing her into a laurel tree.  
 
Mourning his lost love and injured pride, Apollo describes the pain 
and mortification he’s feeling as a vulnus non sanabile - “a wound 
that cannot be healed”.  Looking more closely at the word roots, 
you can see the literal English “an insane vulnerability” there, quite 
the pessimistic definition of love! To be sure, such sometimes is 
the case in Ovid, but wounds more often in the Metamorphoses are 
metaphorical not actual pain or suffering, but the psychological or 
emotional power that define what is both the most powerful and the 
most vulnerable quality of a character.  
 
Ovid’s victims, after all, are never killed: they are transformed into 
a deeper and truer part of nature and form of themselves. If we 
remember that Apollo gave his dear Daphne’s laurel branches to 
his favorite poets, athletes, victors, and warriors, there’s a powerful 
statement about how closely bound and incurable (non sanabile) 
the connection is between art and what/whom/how we love most. 
Happy Valentines Day, igitur, omnibus nobis! 
 

Lupercalia 

By: Ahna Kim 
 
Valentine’s Day, the holiday of love and affection, is a time of 
universal compassion, most commonly trademarked by delicious 
chocolates, delicate flowers, and romantic gift-giving. Contrary to 
its innocent appearances, Valentine’s Day originates in part from 
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February 27: Equirria: 
horse races on the 
Campus Martius 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

its Roman counterpart, Lupercalia, a much rawer take on 
purification and fertility.  
 
Named after the Latin word for wolf, lupus, Lupercalia was first 
established by the Luperci priests in honor of Faunus, the god of 
fertility, and in honor of the she-wolf who nurtured Rome’s 
founders Romulus and Remus on the Palatine Hill.  
 
Starting in the Lupercal cave where the she-wolf is supposed to 
have nurtured the twins, Lupercalia began with the sacrifice of a 
goat or dog along with meal cakes prepared by the Vestal Virgins. 
Two Luperci priests would step forward to receive a swipe of 
blood from the sacrificial knife on their foreheads, obliging them to 
laugh or smile. The knife was then cleaned off with wool dipped in 
milk and the priests would gorge themselves in the following 
sacrificial feast. Once they felt full and satisfied, the priests 
wreaked havoc on the city as they began swinging lashes made 
from  animal hides towards anyone in their way, prancing through 
the streets naked, or nearly naked, supposedly for speed. Along the 
way they were joined by daring magistrates and naked noble 
youths (some were dressed as goats), continuing their journey 
counterclockwise around the border of the Palatine hill in an effort 
to extinguish all evil spirits who dared to hinder human fertility.  
 
While baffling for modern-age humans, the Romans believed that 
being slapped by sacrificial animal thongs would bless Roman 
families and women with fertility, prompting many women to 
purposefully place themselves in the path of the ravaging priests to 
enhance their chances of bearing children. The festival finally 
concluded when naked men arrived back at the Lupercal cave. In 
other renditions of the festival, boys and girls would write their 
names on slips of paper in a big raffle where pairs of people were 
randomly selected for the next Lupercalia, encouraging many to 
continue pursuing potential love interests outside of Lupercalia 
 
Surprisingly popular, the tradition of Lupercalia continued to 
remain a prominent holiday celebrated throughout parts of Italy 
and Gaul. It survived into the Christian ages until Pope Gelasius I 
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banned its continuation at the end of the 5th century to replace it 
with what we know as Valentine’s Day.  
 
 
 
 

 
Spring Planning Meeting 

By: Natalie Hilderbrand 
 
On February 1-3, the NJCL executive board and committee had the 
Spring Planning Meeting in Arlington, Virginia. As the NJCL 
Communications Coordinator, I got the opportunity to join my 
fellow officers there. During the meeting, the national committee 
met together to discuss constitutional amendments, National 
Classics Week, the #JCLove campaign, convention activities 
including colloquia, the scavenger hunt, open forum, spirit, general 
assemblies, the service project, and much more. 
 
We made great progress! Our most time-consuming tasks included 
watching video applications for student speakers for general 
assemblies and choosing which speakers we thought were 
strongest. We also began reading applications for the national 
packet award, which covers the cost of convention for a few 
students. A highlight of the weekend was filming a Suite 
Life-themed promotional video for National Classics Week that 
will be released soon. In the coming months, the seven of us will 
continue to prepare from home for National Classics Week and 
convention. 
 
It was great to connect with all our fellow officers and the national 
committee. After a nine hour board meeting on Saturday, we even 
got to visit the National Mall that night. I cannot wait to see the 
board and all my JCL friends again at national convention this 
summer in Fargo! After many hours of work to plan convention, it 
is shaping up to be a great one. I hope that Menlo JCL will send a 
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Natalie and fellow officers in 
Washington DC for the Spring 
Planning meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

large group of students to share in the excitement and fun of 
convention this summer!  
 

 
 
 

About Carcer 

By: Ethan Yan 
 
On Saturday, February 23rd, 2019, teams from up and down the 
State of California will compete in the California Regional 
Certamina Rounds, also known as CARCER. This event serves as 
the qualifier for the Certamen competition at the State Convention. 
Certamen, which means “competition” in Latin, is a quiz-bowl 
style competition; teams compete to be the first to answer questions 
on Latin grammar, Roman culture and history, ancient mythology, 
and much more. The competition will be held simultaneously in the 
North at Miramonte High School and in the South at University 
High School; the top nine teams from the entire state in each 
division will advance to the semi-finals at the State Convention. 

 
Menlo has a long history of success in Certamen competitions. Just 
last year, the HS-2 team composed of Lindsey Canessa, Jonathan 
Hou, Aaron Morgan, and Toby Thornburg won their Certamen 
division at the State Convention. This year, they return to 
CARCER in the HS-3 division, hoping to secure a spot in the 
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semi-finals and an opportunity to triumph once again at the State 
Convention. Joining them at CARCER will be teams in the HS-2 
and HS-Adv. Divisions, all of whom have been working hard in 
prepare of the event. For example, the HS-Adv. team has 
supplemented their traditional practice of going through past 
Certamen questions with in-depth studies of notable Roman 
writers, including Titus Maccius Plautus, Pater Ennius, and Lucius 
Livius Andronicus. In this way, the team is not only preparing for 
the competition, but also expanding their knowledge of Roman 
culture at the same time. 
 
Regardless of the results, CARCER is sure to be an enjoyable event 
for all who participate. Students will have the opportunity to eat 
donuts, reconnect with old friends, and increase their classical 
knowledge. Good luck to all competitors! 
 
 

JCL Publicity 

By: Sophie Reynolds 
 
As the Menlo JCL First VP, I have been working on our entry for 
the new JCL publicity contest since the beginning of the school 
year. Starting last year, the contest switched to having 7 categories: 
media, school media, posters/displays outside of school, 
posters/displays in school, club swag, miscellaneous, and 
recruitment presentation. In addition, at State and National 
Convention, there is also an award for the best overall portfolio. 
This system is more focused on judging the quality of publicity, 
while the old system was a numerical system based on the number 
of publicity entries.  
 
NJCL also offers monthly publicity contests, and so far we have 
won four, which is every month we have entered something! We 
have won for the name tag stickers at the Zoo with the Redwood 
Family House, our new club stickers, the bookmarks we designed 
and placed at lohung in the Menlo Park Library. We are super 
excited by these awards, and I am continuing to work on more 
entries so that we can have a great portfolio for State Convention. 
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This JCl poster posted in the 
Menlo Park Library Teen 
Zone is just one of the many 
Menlo publicity projects 
completed this year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although this is our first year entering these publicity contests, we 
have already had great success, and I hope to continue this success 
by earning awards at State and National Convention! 
 

 
 
 

Aequora 

By: Victoria Wat 
 
Thanks to the hard work from Natalie H. and Magis, MJCL has 
finally launched the Aequora program with the students from 
Peninsula Bridge! Every Thursday afternoon, ten 5th. Graders in 
our Bridge Program come to Menlo and spend 45 minutes learning 
about Latin and Roman culture. With the help of a few teaching 
assistants and an organized lesson plan, we have had a very 
successful start to the program. We are always prepared, though we 
were caught by surprise when the arrival of two new students at the 
second session left us scrambling for more supplies.  
 
As of now, the students have learned some conversational Latin, 
geography of Europe, and derivatives like “coagulate” and 
“valediction”. They have even chosen Latin names and decorated 
their own bullas. Additionally, we have come to realize that 
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Natalie, Sophie, and Victoria 
leading an Aequora lesson on 
a Thursday afternoon 

 
 

forty-five minutes does not allow for much teaching time, 
especially with all the tangents we find ourselves on. We haven’t 
gotten through as much material as we would have liked, but the 
kids always seem to enjoy many different types of activities we 
offer. The Aequora program is such a great way to introduce 
students to the Latin language early. It also provides the students 
with a learning environment that is comfortable and not stressful. 
Going forward, our only hope is that the students are having fun 
and developing an interest in Latin and in language in general. We 
are excited to be running this program and look forward to 
spending time with the students every week! 
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Poetry! 

Translate these for extra credit! Scan them if you can (elegiac couplets)! 

 

#1) Meō Marītō 
carmina cūr scrībō tibi, vītae semper amōrī? 

tē quia prō certē fāta dedēre mihī. 
differimus nōbīs; sed tētē semper amābō. 

oscula nostra bibam, tē comitante virō. 
Magistra 

 
#2) Dē Amīcitiā  

sunt tibi amōris adhūc ignēsque facēsque petendī. 
tē sociō laetor; tū mihi sōla salūs. 

Elise  
 
#3) Sine Amore - Nunc 

carmina cui scrībam? nēmō est mihi dignus amōre.  
     mox veniet - crēdō; mox procus alter erit. 

Naomi 
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Games! 
S U D O K U 

nota bene: turn these in to Magis or Mr. Morris for extra credit! 

 

           Facile 

VII II VI  IV V   III 

 IV III   VIII    

VIII    VII    VIIII 

 III  VIII V   IX  

   VI  VII    

 V   III I  VII  

    II    IV 

I   III   IX V  

V   VII I  III VI VIII 

 

 

        Difficilius 

 I     VI   

   III    VII VIII 

 V    VI I   

III   VI   V  IX 

   II V IV    

IV     I   VII 

  IX VII    VI  

I III    IX    

  VI     III  
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CROSSWORD 
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